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OXFAM IN Myanmar 

Oxfam in Myanmar works to reduce poverty and inequality across the country while providing life saving assistance in 

times of crisis. In Myanmar, Oxfam has been working in partnership with communities, local NGOs, Government and Ethnic 

Administrations since the 1990s to address the root cause of poverty and suffering. 

COUNTRY SITUATION 

POPULATION REACHED* (annual average) 450,000 

Myanmar is the second biggest country in South East Asia, with a population 

of 54 million people. The country is currently undergoing significant political 

and economic reform processes, following 50 years of military rule.  While this 

transition has brought big changes to all aspects of life in Myanmar, over 

twenty percent of the population continues to live below the poverty line. An 

estimated 70% of the population depends on agriculture, with millions of   

families relying on subsistence level incomes from farming to get by. Conflict 

and violence continue in many areas of Myanmar, disproportionately affecting 

communities living in border areas.  Since 2017, an estimated 745,000         

Rohingya refugees have fled massive violence in Rakhine State, seeking    

safety in Bangladesh. Close to 100,000 refugees from Myanmar continue to 

live in camps in along the Myanmar-Thailand border and an estimated 241,000 displaced people remain in camp or camp-like 

situations in Kachin, Shan, Rakhine and Kayin. Myanmar also remains acutely vulnerable to natural disasters, including flooding, 

cyclones and drought.   

Oxfam is a confederation of 19 affiliates working in over 90 countries around the world. Our collective vision is “a just 

world without poverty”. We believe that people should be able to influence decisions that affect their lives, enjoy their 

rights, and assume their responsibilities as full citizens in a world in which all human beings are treated and valued 

equally. We focus on strengthening women’s rights and leadership in all that we do. Oxfam is one of the world’s leading 

humanitarian and development agencies.  

WHO IS OXFAM? 

In Myanmar, Oxfam works to reduce poverty and inequality by 

promoting the power of women and men to harness the    

benefits of political reform and economic development. We 

support communities to hold decision makers to account so 

that policies protect their rights and reduce poverty for all. 

We work with government to strengthen its capacity to be 

more responsive to peoples’ needs, and with the private   

sector to be more accountable to   communities and meet 

their human rights obligations. Oxfam also works closely with 

communities to pursue sustainable economic development, 

building more resilient livelihoods and securing land and  

water rights. Humanitarian response is central to Oxfam’s 

work in Myanmar: in Kachin and Rakhine, where hundreds of thousands of people have been displaced by conflict, Oxfam 

works with partners to deliver life saving assistance and support the dignity of affected communities. With protracted         

conflicts as well as high risk of natural disasters, Oxfam is also working with communities, particularly women leaders, to build 

their resilience to crises and realize lasting peace. Cutting across all our efforts is our commitment to amplifying the voices 

and strengthening the rights of the communities we work with.  

HOW OXFAM IS HELPING 
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PROTECTING RIGHTS TO LAND AND WATER 

Land rights are central to the lives of tens of millions of 

rural people in Myanmar. While land is a critical asset for 

many in the country, peoples’ rights to land are often weak 

or not recognised: land grabs are common, particularly 

with investment on the rise, many cannot easily register 

their land legally, and women face particular difficulties in 

claiming their land rights. Oxfam is working with Metta   

Development Foundation, and local civil society organisa-

tions such as Kachin Conservation Working Group and Alin 

Bannmaw Local Development Foundation, to help protect 

the land rights of women, men and communities in          

uplands Kachin and Shan. We are also working with         

Myanmar organisations at the national level to strengthen 

the policies and laws that help secure peoples’ rights over 

the long term.  

  

Like land, access to water is a critical issue for economic development in Myanmar. Major rivers such as the Salween 

and the Ayeyarwaddy run through the heart of the country, supporting thousands of communities that depend on them 

for their water and livelihoods. Oxfam is working with civil society, the private sector and government partners to 

strengthen the role of communities in the governance of river water resources, and through partners like KESAN,       

Kalyana Metta Foundation and International Rivers, to build the capacity of communities to engage with decision     

makers on the development of hydropower projects. Hydropower projects often overlook the impacts they will have on 

communities, so Oxfam is working with local organisations to ensure developers, Government and Ethnic Administra-

tions understand and address their impacts fully.  

The private sector plays an increasingly important role in the 

lives of Myanmar people. But business investments can have 

both positive and negative impacts. Local communities can 

experience loss of livelihoods and land, for instance, and 

face restricted access to critical natural resources, like    

water and forests. On the other hand, businesses can       

contribute to economic growth and provide new employment 

opportunities. 

Oxfam works across Myanmar to strengthen the benefits of 

private sector investment for communities. Together with our 

partners Scholar Institute and the Myanmar Alliance for 

Transparency and Accountability (MATA), we are supporting a 

number of communities who are expected to be heavily      

impacted by anticipated private sector development. Where 

investment plans are being developed, Oxfam and its partners work closely with local communities to prepare them for 

the challenges and opportunities that will come with these large projects  while building greater accountability and 

transparency between the companies and the communities. Ultimately, we hope to ensure that investment-related     

decisions maximize the benefits for impacted communities, supporting them to have sustainable livelihoods and a clean 

environment now and into the future.  

Equally important for how investment happens are the laws, rules and policies governing how investment is promoted 

and how companies behave. Oxfam is working with Government, Ethnic Administrations, the private sector and civil      

society organisations to help improve investment-related legal frameworks in Myanmar, and strengthen policies, such as 

the Myanmar Agriculture Development Strategy, to ensure they deliver for the majority, not just the few.  

PROMOTING RESPONSIBLE INVESTMENT 
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HOLDING DECISION MAKERS TO ACCOUNT  

Women in Myanmar face discrimination and limited decision-making 

power in their communities and in society more broadly. Only ten      

percent of seats in Myanmar’s parliament are held by women and   

research by Oxfam shows that women encounter significant barriers 

to taking on leadership roles both in running for elected office as well 

as informally in their communities. Oxfam is working with local organi-

sations and local government to change public perceptions about 

the value and legitimacy of women’s leadership and to help duty 

bearers – such as Government – make sure women's voices are given 

space within important local planning processes.  

Alongside efforts to change public perceptions of women’s leader-

ship, Oxfam believes in the importance of directly supporting women 

to become transformative leaders. We provide leadership training to women in Government and civil society as well as to 

women community leaders across the country. This helps to develop women’s leadership capacity - formally, to stand 

for and hold elected office and build the skills needed to influence decision making by Governments and Ethnic           

Administrations, and informally, to develop their community leadership skills break—and breakdown barriers that        

prevent women from participating in public life. Oxfam is also working with local partners,   Members of Parliament and 

Government departments to embed models of gender budgeting – budget processes which take into account the views 

of diverse women and men and reflect the spending needs of all community members. Including the needs and views of 

women in Government budgets often results in more spending on key services, such as health and education.  

RESPONDING TO HUMANITARIAN EMERGENCIES 

Oxfam provides life-saving assistance to people affected by conflict and 

disasters across Myanmar. At the core of these efforts, Oxfam is focused 

on building the capacity of communities and local organizations to deliv-

er emergency relief in rapid and accountable ways. One initiative, the 

Emergency Response Mechanism, enables Oxfam to work with local    

partners to respond within 24 hours to the needs of newly displaced 

communities in conflict affected areas of Kachin and norther Shan, for 

instance. Oxfam also works with partners like the Kachin Baptist Conven-

tion to deliver food and cash assistance to those displaced by conflict 

over the longer term who are unable to access livelihood opportunities.  

States have a responsibility to the public to be accountable,    

transparent and deliver basic services. This means that deepening 

the accountability of decision makers, and holding Government and 

other duty bearers to account for how they spend budgets is key 

for democracy. Oxfam and local partners Scholar Institute and        

Spectrum are working in Ayeyarwaddy, Kachin, Kayah and Rakhine 

to support communities to understand and monitor Government 

budgets and demand greater community participation and          

accountability in decision making. These efforts create the spaces, 

including through public hearings and consultations, that give 

people a chance to talk directly to the Government about what 

their needs are. Public hearing forums held in Ayeyarwaddy have 

allowed the public to raise their concerns on Government decisions, and resulted in land which was confiscated being 

returned to communities, and maternity fees at local hospitals cancelled, for instance. In Mon State, Oxfam works with 

UN Development Programme to support Government and Ethnic Administrations, communities and civil society to ensure 

that local level plans and budgets better reflect the needs of communities. 

  

PROMOTING WOMEN’S RIGHTS  
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Myanmar is one of the most disaster risk prone countries in the world. Each year, 

people in Myanmar continue to be at risk of cyclones and flooding as well as 

droughts in the central Dry Zone of the country. Ongoing conflicts in Kachin and 

Rakhine also have serious consequences for communities’ livelihoods and ability 

to access vital services like health and education. Building people’s resilience is 

core to reducing the impact of conflict or disasters when they occur. To do this, 

Oxfam integrates resilience and disaster risk reduction into our work in Myanmar 

through supporting communities and local organisations to be better prepared to 

respond to acute disasters and conflicts. In Rakhine Oxfam is working with local 

organisations and communities to better understand the risks posed by conflict 

and natural disasters, and develop mitigation and resilience strategies to reduce these risks – informed and led by the people 

themselves. The role of women in mitigating disasters and conflict has proven to be critical. Women are more likely to suffer a 

heavy impact from disasters and conflict when they occur, but they are often excluded from initiatives that help people prepare 

for these events. Core to Oxfam and partners’ work is supporting the role of women leaders within village resilience and          

response planning for natural disasters and conflict. 

RESILIENCE & DISASTER RISK REDUCTION 

PROMOTION OF DURABLE PEACE AND DEVELOPMENT 

Inclusive, durable peace is essential in Myanmar if people are 

to live free from fear of ongoing violence, rights abuses and 

displacement. Communities have a key role to play in building 

such sustainable peace, including through advocating for 

their needs and rights to Government and Ethnic                   

Administrations and helping to shape durable solutions to 

displacement. In Kachin, Oxfam is leading a consortium of 

international aid agencies and local organisations to support 

communities in achieving lasting peace and sustainable   

development. Through an integrated approach that works 

across the “nexus” of humanitarian, development and   

peacebuilding efforts, the programme uses activities such as 

peace dialogues, education, the creation of livelihoods     

opportunities and raising the voice of women to support 

communities in building equitable development and durable 

peace in Kachin and northern Shan. 

Contact: 

Oxfam in Myanmar 

www.myanmar.oxfam.org 

www.facebook/OxfaminMyanmar 

 

N0 34, Corner of Aung Taw Mu Lane & Golden Hill Avenue Rd, Golden Valley-2, Bahan Township. Myanmar 

Tel: +95-1-539 986, 539 987, 539 189, 504 918 Fax: +95-1-539 958 

  

 Where there is no other way to meet humanitarian need, Oxfam will also directly deliver emergency assistance to affect-

ed communities. In Rakhine, Oxfam is leading a consortium delivering safe water and sanitation to 100,000 people        

displaced confined to camps for internally displaced persons (IDPs). These efforts are grounded in strong community 

ownership and accountability, with IDPs themselves supported to make basic repairs and eventually take over ownership 

of latrines and waterpoints.   

Oxfam’s programmes in Myanmar are funded by: DFAT; DFID; ECHO; EU; Humanitarian Assistance and Resilience Pro-

gramme (HARP) Facility (DFID); Mekong Regional Land Governance Project; SIDA; Start Fund; UNDP; UNICEF; Humanitarian 

Innovation Fund (HIF); and Oxfam affiliates. 

http://www.myanmar.oxfam.org
http://www.facebook/OxfaminMyanmar

